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SOTHEBY’S WITH JULIEN’S AUCTIONS TO 
OFFER PROPERTY FROM THE 

COLLECTION OF 
CHER 

IN LOS ANGELES ON OCTOBER 3-4, 2006 
 

 
Credit: Michael Lavine 

PROPERTY WILL BE ON EXHIBITION AT   
 FROM SEPTEMBER 29TH THROUGH OCTOBER 2ND 

PRECEDING THE AUCTION 
 

On October 3-4, 2006, Sotheby’s with Julien’s Auctions is honored to offer Property from the Collection of 

Cher, the multi-award-winning international star, in a two-day auction at the Beverly Hilton in Los Angeles, 

California. More than 700 lots of paintings, furniture and decorative works of art will be included from Cher’s 



remarkable Italian Renaissance-style residence in Malibu, California, as well as jewelry, memorabilia and 

stunning stage-worn costumes from television, live concerts and special personal appearances.  The sale is 

expected to bring in excess of $1 million*, and a portion of the proceeds from the sale will benefit The Cher 

Charitable Foundation, which aids such organizations as The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, Operation Helmet 

and The Children's Craniofacial Association. 

 

Of the sale, Cher said: “I have loved everything I ever bought. I have loved them and kept them for all these 

years and now it’s time for them to go on.” 

 

Lee Dunbar, Director of Sotheby’s Collectibles department, said: “Cher is 

the only artist to have top ten hits in every decade since the 1960s, an 

amazing achievement.  She has influenced every generation with her 

immense talent and her leadership in fashion and style.” 

 

“Cher’s influence is so remarkably broad that anything from her life and 

career is highly collectible,” said Darren Julien, President of Julien’s 

Auctions.  “Cher has always had a progressive and innovative style from 

her fashion to her homes.” Pictured here, Credit: Harry Goodwin and Michael 

Ochs 
 
Highlights from the sale will travel to Sotheby’s London (September 4-8), Sotheby’s Chicago (September 12-

13) and Sotheby’s New York (September 16-21) before the full exhibition takes place at the Beverly Hilton 

(9876 Wilshire Boulevard) from Friday, September 29 through Monday, October 2. Rush Jenkins, owner of 

the New York firm WRJ Associates, will design the Los Angeles exhibition. Rush also designed the 

exhibitions for the Sotheby’s sales of the Estate of Katharine Hepburn and the Estate of Johnny Cash and 

June Carter Cash. 
 
Cher 

An Oscar winner for best actress in “Moonstruck,” Cher has also been awarded a Grammy, an Emmy, “Best 

Actress” by The Cannes Film Festival and three Golden Globes, among her many other honors. Her 

meteoric career began in the mid-1960s when she met producer and songwriter Sonny Bono, who became her 

mentor. They married, and as Sonny and Cher, they became an overnight sensation with “I Got You Babe”, 

their first worldwide runaway hit. A string of hits followed which led to one of the most successful television 

variety series ever, “The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour”, which first showcased Cher’s comedic talent. In the 
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early 1970s, Cher’s solo recording career started with Bob Dylan’s “All I Really Want To Do”, and she went 

on to record the number one hits “Dark Lady”, “Half Breed” and “Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves.”   Cher 

was also at the forefront of the disco era in the late 70s with her huge hit “Take Me Home”. 

 

In a career breakthrough, in 1981 Cher stunned fans and critics with her leading 

Broadway role in “Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy 

Dean.”  Subsequently her film career quickly took off, beginning with the Oscar 

nominated performance in “Silkwood” (1983) followed by “Mask” (Cannes film 

festival “Best Actress) (1985), “The Witches of Eastwick” (1987), “Suspect” 

(1987) and her Academy Award-winning performance in “Moonstruck” (1987).  

Pictured here, Credit: Frank Micellota 

 

Fresh from her Oscar, Cher returned to recording, thrilling new and old fans 

alike with the unprecedented eye-popping music video for the hit “If I Could Turn Back Time.”  But, 

musically, the best was yet to come.  In 1999, the Grammy-winning “Believe” topped the charts in more than 

20 countries. In 2002, another top ten album “Living Proof” led to the record smashing Farewell Tour.   

Over a period of three years Cher performed an astonishing 325 concerts worldwide for millions of fans.  The 

television special, which aired on NBC, won three Emmys.   

 

Jewelry, Fashion, Stage-Worn Costumes and Memorabilia  

Spanning 40 years of Cher’s career, the sale will feature approximately 200 items from her professional and 

personal wardrobe, including a stunning array of original gowns and costumes 

designed by American fashion icon Bob Mackie. A selection of original sketches 

signed by the designer will also be available. Fans and collectors will recognize pieces 

from “The Sonny & Cher Comedy Hour”, “The Cher Show”, concerts and awards 

shows. Highlighting this section is a Mackie original worn by Cher to the 1998 

Academy Awards Ceremony (est. $4/6,000), and other notable designs include a 

black net gown with multi-colored embroidered dots and stones worn by Cher 

during the “Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour” on January 16, 1974, for her spotlight 

performance of “Dark Lady”, which reached number one on the pop charts the 

same year (est. $3/5,000), and a full-length red velvet gown with a matching 

high-collar full length cape worn by Cher on the May 4, 1975, “Cher Show” during her opening song 

“Where You Lead” (est. $2/4,000). 
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The Cher Collection will also feature 85 lots of her personal jewelry from the past 35 

years, including necklaces, rings, bracelets, earrings and chokers in gold, silver and 

turquoise, many with cross motifs. Notable pieces include an 18K White Gold and 

Diamond Cross Necklace (est. $800/1,200) and a pair of Gold and Diamond Star 

Earrings (est. $600/800). Also included are beaded pieces hand-made by Cher. 

  
Paintings, Furniture and Decorative Works of Art 

Throughout her life Cher has been a collector of beautiful things, most of which came 

to live in her Malibu home, featured on the cover of the August 2002 issue of 

Architectural Digest, with paintings, furniture and decorative works of art creating an 

ethereal and serene environment in the Gothic taste. Renowned English architect, 

designer and theorist Augustus Welby Pugin was a prime inspiration for her. A leader of the mid-19th century 

Gothic Revival movement in architecture, Pugin is best known for his work on many of England’s great 

churches and on the Houses of Parliament.  

 

Jason Preston, Sotheby’s specialist in Fine and Decorative Arts, said “the selection of items offered from 

Cher’s collection demonstrate how deeply interested she was in 

educating herself on the Gothic Revival movement. Each 

drawing, decorative object and piece of furniture she purchased 

contributed to her connoisseurship in this field. Additionally, 

Cher collected a group of attractive Old Master and 19th 

century paintings complementing the aesthetic of her home. 

We are honored that Cher has chosen us to offer this intriguing 

collection at auction and especially pleased that we will be 

assisting her in raising funds for charity.” 

 

Among the highlights of the more than 400 lots of fine and decorative arts in the sale is The Scarisbrick 

Hall Bed, a fine Gothic Revival brass bed, circa 1865, attributed to Pugin and manufactured by John 

Hardman & Co., Birmingham (est. $20/30,000). Other pieces include a Gothic Revival gilt and 

polychrome-decorated frame, circa 1840, designed by Pugin for the de Lisle family’s chapel at Grace Dieu 

(pictured here, est. $5/7,000); an early Victorian Gothic Revival oak reading table, in the manner of Pugin, 

circa 1845 (est. $3/5,000); and a pair of Gothic Revival painted brass chandeliers, in the manner of Pugin, 

manufactured by John Hardman & Co., which were used by Cher in her dining room (est. $6/8,000). Among 
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the other furniture highlights are a fine pair of late Regency Gothic Revival oak 

side tables, circa 1830, in the manner of Gillows (est. $10/15,000) and a Gothic 

Revival carved white and colored marble balustrade fragment, 19th century, from 

the Collection of William Randolph Hearst (est. $2/3,000). Among the books from 

Cher’s library being sold are a folio of drawings for ‘Examples of Gothic 

Architecture’, volume II, by Augustus Welby Pugin, this important group of 

drawings provides fascinating insight into the preparatory work performed before the 

publishing of one of the seminal 19th century books on the Gothic Revival style (est. 

$8/12,000). 

 

Cher’s Gothic interiors feature European Works of Art throughout, including two 

polychrome decorated carved limestone keystones, Spanish, circa 1500, 

formerly in the collection of William Randolph Hearst and later in the collection of 

the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, (est. $5/7,000 each), a North Italian 

terracotta figure of Christ, 16th century (est. $2/3,000), and a Russian icon of 

the Vladimir Mother of God, 19th century (pictured here, est. $3/5,000). Other 

decorative works of art complementing the Gothic aesthetic are a Tiffany Studios 

bronze and favrile glass hanging lantern, circa 1910 (est. $10/15,000) and a 

Lalique ‘Serpent’ molded deep amber glass vase (est. $15/25,000). 

 

A number of Old Master and 19th century paintings will highlight the sale, including a painting by Ercole 

Procaccini the Younger, Milan 1596 – 1676, The Holy Family Served by 

Angels (pictured here, est. $30/50,000), Manner of Simone Pignoni, Judith with 

the Head of Holofernes, (est. $6/8,000), Victor John Robertson, Penelope 

and the Suitors, (est. $10/15,000), and Sebastiano Novelli, Othello (est. 

$6/8,000). 

 

The October sale will also feature Cher’s 2003 H2 Hummer, carrying an 

estimate of $30/40,000 (pictured on page 6), with the proceeds going to benefit 

Operation Helmet (www.operationhelmet.org).  
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The Catalogue  
The catalogue can be pre-purchased by logging on to www.sothebys.com or by calling (888) 752 0002. 
Catalogues are also available for purchase in Sotheby’s galleries in Los Angeles, New York and London.  The 
price for the soft-cover catalogue is $50 plus shipping and handling.  A limited edition hard-cover catalogue, 
signed by Cher, will be available for $250 plus shipping and handling, with a portion of the proceeds 
benefiting The Cher Charitable Foundation. 
 
Registering to Bid 
Registration is required to bid in this auction.  You can register easily in person at any one of the exhibitions 
showing the highlights from the collection or by visiting www.juliensauctions.com any time before the sale, 
or calling (310) 816 1818.   
 

Placing Bids 
There are four ways to bid in this sale: 

• Bid through the Internet using real-time and absentee bidding at www.juliensauctions.com.  You 
can register there to place bids through eBay’s Live Auctions tool. You may also download an 
absentee bid form from www.juliensauctions.com. Note that online registration only enables you to bid online. 

• Place bids in the room by attending the auction and raising your paddle (issued upon registration). 

• Bid over the telephone through an auction house representative, who sits in the room and conveys 
your bid to the auctioneer. Phone bidding is best when you have not set a limit for an item and want 
to pursue it until it’s yours.   

• Enter Absentee bids.  An Absentee (or Order) bid is a form you fill out and return to Julien’s bid 
department via fax or mail.  The form indicates the highest amount you would like to bid for an item 
or items.  (The auctioneer will submit bids on your behalf as necessary, up to -- but never above -- the 
amount you specify.)  Absentee bid forms are printed in the back of each catalogue, and are available 
at Sotheby’s and Julien’s offices and on our website at www.sothebys.com. 

 
Please credit Sotheby’s/Julien’s Auctions for all images, unless otherwise indicated 

 
For more information, please contact Sotheby’s Press Office at 212 606 7176 

 
#  #  # 
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