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One of the Most Iconic Weapons in Film History Highlights Return of the 

Jedi’s U.S. Art Director’s Historic Production Archive 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2018 

Los Angeles, California – (April 26, 2018) – Julien’s Auctions, the world record–breaking 

auction house, has announced that Harrison Ford’s “Han Solo” hero blaster movie prop used in 

the original Star Wars trilogy film Episode VI: Return of the Jedi (Twentieth Century Fox, 1983) 

will headline their blockbuster Hollywood auction of the year, HOLLYWOOD LEGENDS 

taking place June 23, 2018 in Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino in Las Vegas and online on 

juliensauctions.com.  This sale of one of the most iconic sci-fi weapons in the history of film 

comes upon the 35th anniversary of the release of the film that became a pop culture touchstone 

and will highlight the exhibition and sale of the never before seen by the public collection of “The 

James L. Schoppe Star Wars: Return of the Jedi Production Archive.” The blaster is estimated to 

sell between $300,000-$500,000 and is offered for the first time at auction. 

Actor Harrison Ford, who played Han Solo, is seen using this blaster in many scenes throughout 

Return of the Jedi.  The original production used BlasTech DL-44 blaster prop weapon was 

custom made specifically for the film, built on a metal working non-firing model version of a 
Mauser C96 Broomhandle with additional found parts, greblies and cast resin pieces added on. 

One of three Han Solo blasters made for and used in Return of the Jedi, the production had used 

one hero "practical" version and two hero “non-firing” versions.  Julien’s Auctions Hollywood 



Legends auction event will offer one of those two hero “non-firing” movie prop weapons made 
for and used in the film. 

Once production was completed, the film’s Property Master Peter Hancock presented the U.S. Art 

Director James L. Schoppe with the Han Solo blaster and a few other props.  Schoppe has kept 
this blaster and his massive memorabilia archive for the past 35 years.  

During the course of his work on the production, Schoppe saved a massive archive of production 

photographs, blueprints, memorandums, meeting notes and correspondence, script pages, call 

sheets, maps, illustrations, schematics, press clippings, and other memorabilia, as well as a few 

props that were gifted to him from Hancock. The Han Solo blaster, accompanied with a Letter of 

Authenticity from Schoppe as well as production documents related to its provenance, is just one 

of the incredible lots that will be offered for auction in the Julien’s Auctions Hollywood Legends 

event with more items and details to be announced. 

Schoppe served as the Art Director on the film for multiple locations in the United States 

including the Tatooine scenes with Jabba the Hutt, the Great Pit of Carkoon, the exterior scenes 

shot for the Moon of Endor in the forests for Ewok village and more.  Schoppe was nominated for 
an Academy Award in the category Best Art Direction for his work on Return of the Jedi. 

"Julien’s Auctions is thrilled to discover this rare and important piece from one of the most 

influential Hollywood films of all time used by one of film history’s most beloved heroes, Han 

Solo,” said Martin Nolan, Executive Director of Julien’s Auctions. “The Han Solo blaster is one 

of the most exciting offerings of genuine Star Wars movie prop memorabilia ever to come to 

auction given the provenance of this piece coming directly from the Art Director from Return of 
the Jedi.” 
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REGISTERING TO BID 
Registration is required to bid in this online auction and can be done in person at the 

exhibition, or online before the sale at the     



JuliensAuctions.com Registration page to bid by phone, proxy or in person, or online at 

JuliensLive.com to bid live online, or by calling (310) 836-1818.  

 
PLACING BIDS 
There are four ways to bid in this sale: 

1. Bid through Julien's Auctions Online Live in Real Time at JuliensLive.com. 

2. Bid over the telephone through an auction house representative. 

3. Submit a bid in person at the Hard Rock Café. 

4. Enter Absentee bids. Absentee bid forms are included in the back of each catalogue, 

and are also available by calling Julien's Auctions or online at 

www.juliensauctions.com. 

 

For inquiries, please email info@juliensauctions.com or call 310-836-1818. 

 

ABOUT JULIEN’S AUCTIONS 

Julien’s Auctions is the world-record breaking auction house. Collaborating with the 

famous and the exclusive, Julien’s Auctions produces high profile auctions in the film, 

music, sports and art markets. Julien’s Auctions has received international recognition for 

its unique and innovative auction events which attract thousands of collectors, investors, 

fans and enthusiasts from around the world. Julien’s Auctions specializes in sales of 

iconic artifacts and notable collections including Marilyn Monroe, John Lennon, Ringo 

Starr, Lady Gaga, Banksy, Cher, Michael Jackson, U2, Barbra Streisand, Les Paul, Bob 

Hope, Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, Jimi Hendrix and many more. In 2016, Julien’s 

Auctions received its second placement in the Guinness Book of World Records for the 

sale of the world’s most expensive dress ever sold at auction, The Marilyn Monroe 

“Happy Birthday Mr. President” dress which sold for $4.8 million. Julien’s Auctions 

achieved placement in the Guinness Book of World Records in 2009 for the sale of 

Michael Jackson’s white glove, which sold for $480,000 making it the most expensive 

glove ever sold at auction. Based in Los Angeles, Julien’s Auctions has a global presence 

bringing their auctions and exhibitions to targeted destinations worldwide including 

London, New York, Las Vegas, Japan and China. Live auctions are presented for bidders 

on-site and online via live streaming video and mobile technology. For more information 

on Julien’s Auctions, go to www.juliensauctions.com. Connect with Julien’s Auctions at 

www.facebook.com/JuliensAuction or www.twitter.com/JuliensAuctions or 

www.instagram.com/juliens_auctions. 

PLANET HOLLYWOOD RESORT & CASINO 
Celebrating 10 years, Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino is the centerpiece of the famed 

Las Vegas Strip, with 2,500 beautifully redesigned guest rooms and suites showcasing 

some of the best views in town, along with endless options of unparalleled shopping, 

distinguished dining, popular entertainment and a bustling nightlife. A bright, bold 

addition to the resort’s portfolio, the new Ultra Hip Rooms feature contemporary 

elegance and luxury bedding. Known as the place to play for its roster of A-list celebrity 

guests, Planet Hollywood’s 231 newly restyled suites feature stunning views of the 

glittering skyline and daring décor elements such as suspended sofas, lounge-style living 

spaces and oversized modern artwork. The resort encompasses more than 100,000 

square-feet of gaming, several lounges, ten restaurants including Gordon Ramsay Burger, 

KOI, Strip House, Cafe Hollywood, the award-winning Spice Market Buffet and LA’s 
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Pink’s Hot Dogs, an intimate wedding chapel and the Planet Hollywood Spa by Mandara. 

Home to the first pop music residency in Las Vegas, The Zappos showcases resident 

headliners Gwen Stefani, Jennifer Lopez, Lionel Richie, Pitbull and Backstreet Boys. The 

property is encircled by Miracle Mile Shops with more than 170 specialty stores and 

restaurants. For more information, please visit planethollywoodresort.com or the Caesars 

Entertainment Las Vegas media room.  Find Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino 

on Facebook and follow on Twitter and Instagram. 
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