
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

April 2017 

The Beatles Story and Julien’s Auctions  

bring ‘Memorabilia Day’ to Hard Rock Cafe London 

 

Following on from the success of the Liverpool memorabilia call out day in October 2016, The Beatles Story 

and Julien’s Auctions will be teaming up once again to bring ‘Memorabilia Day’ to London’s Hard Rock Cafe 

on Monday 5th June 2017. Hard Rock International is home to the world’s biggest collection of music 

memorabilia, with over 80,000 iconic pieces including countless items from The Beatles, making it a perfect 

partner for the upcoming event. 

This special event will give members of the public, fans and collectors the opportunity to have their Beatles 

and Mersey Beat memorabilia appraised for free by the experts. 

The Liverpool day was a huge success bringing in a stream of visitors with exciting artefacts to be valued.  

One of the unique finds was a letter written by John Lennon addressed to The Queen, explaining why he 

was returning his MBE, valued by Julien’s Auctions at around £60,000. The owner, who wishes to remain 

anonymous, discovered the item tucked away inside the sleeve of a record that was part of a collection of 

45s he picked up for £10 at a car boot sale 20 years ago. 

Until the meeting with Darren Julien, CEO of Julien’s, the owner of the letter had presumed it must have 

been a copy and was stunned and delighted to discover that it was authentic and valuable. 

Internationally renowned Julien’s Auctions has broken world records with the sale of Beatles memorabilia 

including John Lennon’s acoustic guitar which sold recently for a record $2.4 million, Ringo Starr’s Ludwig 

drum kit which sold for a record $2.2 million, The Ludwig Beatles Ed Sullivan Show drumhead which sold 

for a record price of $2.1 million and The Beatles White Album owned by Ringo Starr that sold for 

$790,000. 

The Beatles Story is urging Beatles fans based around the London area to check their attics and garages for 

any hidden gems. Martin King of The Beatles Story said: “Last year’s event was a huge success, but we are 

sure that there are many more fascinating artefacts still waiting to be discovered. We encourage members 

of the public to unearth those hidden gems and bring them along to our memorabilia call out day. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for people to have their items valued by some of the world’s most well respected 

experts in celebrity memorabilia.” 



 

 

Darren Julien, Founder & CEO of Julien’s Auctions, stated: “We are thrilled to partner again with The 

Beatles Story on a London Memorabilia Day. Joined by my colleague Nancy Valentino, COO of Julien’s, we 

can’t wait to discover what we are sure will be historical finds in London.” 

The date of the event coincides with the anniversary of The Beatles travelling from Liverpool to London 

ahead of their first recording session at Abbey Road Studios. Although the bands beginnings started in 

Liverpool, the Fab Four spent a lot of time in London recording, performing and living throughout their 

career.  Beatles memorabilia, particularly rare artefacts and pieces with an interesting story, are sought 

after by collectors from around the globe. 

The ‘Memorabilia Day’ will take place at the Hard Rock Cafe London’s Back Room Bar on 5th June from 

12pm – 9pm. To pre-book a free face-to-face valuation, please visit beatlesstory.com. 

### ENDS ### 

For further information please contact Dave Milner or Diane Glover at The Beatles Story, Liverpool:  

Tel:  0151 709 1963  

Email:  davemilner@beatlesstory.com  

dianeglover@beatlesstory.com  

 

Hard Rock UK Press Office contacts; 

Alexandra Sutton Alexandra.sutton@ldcommunications.co.uk  

Jamie Skinner  Jamie.skinner@ldcommunications.co.uk  

 

Notes to Editor  

About the Beatles Story: 

The award-winning ‘The Beatles Story’ is the world's largest permanent exhibition purely devoted to the lives and 

times of The Beatles. Located in the Fab Four’s hometown of Liverpool on the stunning UNESCO World heritage site 

at the Albert Dock, The Beatles Story takes visitors on an atmospheric journey through the lives, times, culture and 

music of The Beatles. Join The Beatles on their journey; first conquering Liverpool, and then the world, through 

immersive recreations of key locations from the band’s career including The Casbah Club, The Cavern Club, and 

Abbey Road Studios. With information, imagery, memorabilia and video interviews with Paul McCartney, Ringo 

Starr, Olivia Harrison and Yoko Ono, The Beatles Story tells the story of the greatest band in the world. ‘Living 

History’ audio guides are available in ten different languages including Mandarin, Brazilian Portuguese, French and 

German, and is beautifully narrated by John Lennon’s sister, Julia. During 2017 we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

The Beatles’ ‘Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band’ album with a host of special events and new memorabilia 

announcements. #SgtPepper50 

About Julien’s Auctions: 

Julien's Auctions is the World-Record Breaking Auction House to the Stars. Collaborating with the famous and the 

exclusive, Julien's Auctions produces high profile auctions from the world of entertainment, Rock n' Roll, sports and 

art. Founded by Darren Julien, Julien's Auctions has achieved international recognition for its extraordinary auction 

events which attract thousands of collectors, investors, fans and enthusiasts from around the world. Ju-lien's 
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Auctions specializes in auctioning iconic artifacts and notable collections from the world's most recognizable stars 

including Marilyn Monroe, John Lennon, Ringo Star, Jane Fonda, Lady Gaga, Banksy, Cher, Michael Jackson, U2, 

Barbra Streisand, Larry Hagman, Les Paul, Bob Hope, Elvis Presley, Pele, Frank Sinatra, Jimi Hendrix and many more. 

Each auction is beautifully documented in a collectible high gloss auction catalog uniquely capturing the story of the 

collection and photographs of each treasure. Based in Los Angeles, Julien's Auctions has an international presence 

and is featured widely in the press both domestically and internationally while bringing their exhibitions and 

auctions to destinations worldwide including London, New York, Las Vegas, Japan and China. Live auctions are 

presented for bidders on-site and online via live streaming video, by phone and by text. Darren Julien, Founder & 

CEO, and Martin Nolan, Executive Director, head up the organization and together have led the renowned auction 

house to world record-breaking auction results. For more information, visit www.juliensauctions.com. 

 

About Hard Rock International: 

With venues in 74 countries, including 175 cafes, 24 hotels and 11 casinos, Hard Rock International (HRI) is one of 

the most globally recognized companies. Beginning with an Eric Clapton guitar, Hard Rock owns the world's greatest 

collection of music memorabilia, which is displayed at its locations around the globe. Hard Rock is also known for its 

collectible fashion and music-related merchandise, Hard Rock Live performance venues and an award-winning 

website. HRI owns the global trademark for all Hard Rock brands. The company owns, operates and franchises Cafes 

in iconic cities including London, New York, San Francisco, Sydney and Dubai. HRI also owns, licenses and/or 

manages hotel/casino properties worldwide. Destinations include the company’s two most successful Hotel and 

Casino properties in Tampa and Hollywood, Fl., both owned and operated by HRI parent company The Seminole 

Tribe of Florida, as well as other exciting locations including Bali, Chicago, Cancun, Ibiza, Las Vegas, Macau and San 

Diego. Upcoming new Hard Rock Cafe locations include Valencia, Innsbruck, Yangon and Chengdu. New Hard Rock 

Hotel projects include Abu Dhabi, Atlanta, Berlin, Dubai, London, Los Cabos, New York City, and Shenzhen, Dalian 

and Haikou in China. For more information on Hard Rock International, visit www.hardrock.com. 

 

To purchase tickets, visit http://www.beatlesstory.com 

For press information and downloads, visit http://www.beatlesstory.com/media 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BeatlesStoryLiverpool/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/beatlesstory  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/beatlesstory/ 
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