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Los Angeles, California – November 3, 2015 – Julien’s Auctions, the world-record breaking auction 
house to the stars, has announced Icons & Idols: Sports 2016, an unprecedented collection of sports 

memorabilia to be offered at auction on Saturday, December 3rd
, 2016. The auction will feature the 

Howard Bingham Muhammad Ali Collection and PELÉ: The Collection Part II during two sessions 
to be held at the Julien’s Auctions Los Angeles Gallery. 

The Howard Bingham Muhammad Ali Collection is one of 

extraordinary historical significance. Bingham, one of the 

most noted sports photographers of the past 50 years and a 

biographer of Muhammad Ali, was also Ali’s best friend. 

After attaining one of his first photography positions at the 

Los Angeles Sentinel newspaper, Bingham met a young 

Cassius Clay (later to become Muhammad Ali) when he 

was assigned to cover 

him for a story in 1962. 

The two had an instant rapport, which would be the beginning of what 

would turn into a lifelong friendship. Bingham would travel the world 

with Ali, photographing him along the way and capturing some of the 

most iconic images of Ali that the world has ever seen. Bingham’s 

photographs have been published in newspapers, magazines, 

periodicals and books including Life, Look, Time, Newsweek, Sports 

Illustrated, People, Ebony and many others. 

In 1993, Bingham released his own book about Ali titled Muhammad 

Ali: A Thirty-Year Journey. Bingham also contributed a large number 

of his images to the 2004 Taschen book G.O.A.T. – A Tribute to 

Muhammad Ali. 



Bingham captured iconic images of Ali and amassed an 

incredible memorabilia collection of artifacts pertaining to 

the three-time Heavyweight Champion over the course of 

their friendship. 

Highlights of the Howard Bingham Muhammad Ali 

collection include one of Ali’s passports, signed twice by Ali 

and used for travel during Ali’s heyday in the mid-1970’s 

(Estimate: $8,000-$12,000); photographs and boxing gloves 

signed by both Ali and former South African President 

Nelson Mandela (Estimate: $6,000-$8,000); documents and 

artifacts pertaining to Ali’s participation in the 1996 Summer 

Olympic Torch Relay including a 1996 Summer Olympics 

Torch signed by Ali (Estimate: $8,000-$12,000); and 

numerous drawings that Ali would create for Bingham in his 

own hand featuring many different subjects with a notable 

drawing by Ali of one of his fights versus Joe Frazier 

(Estimate: Various). An extremely unique item in the collection is a tablecloth taken from a dinner with 

actor John Travolta. Ali drew numerous different images on the table cloth after the conclusion of the 

dinner, and then, once completed signed the tablecloth, with Travolta adding his signature (Estimate: 

$10,000-$15,000). A portion of the proceeds of the sale of the Howard Bingham Muhammad Ali 

Collection will be donated to the Muhammad Ali Center in 

Louisville, Kentucky. 

Icons & Idols: Sports 2016 will also feature additional 

Muhammad Ali memorabilia including the gloves that 

Muhammad Ali wore in his December 7, 1970, fight against 

Oscar Bonavena (Estimate: $60,000-$80,000), two pairs of 

boxing trunks worn by Ali while training for his fights 

(Estimate: $10,000-$20,000), a mouth guard worn for his 1974 

“Rumble in the Jungle” 

fight versus George Foreman (Estimate: $5,000-$7,000), and a pair 

of gloves worn by Ali, then named Cassius Clay, in bouts when he 

was a  n amateur boxer, with the gloves originating from the estate 

of Sugar Ray Robinson (Estimate: $40,000-$50,000). 

Other boxing highlights include the boxing trunks worn by 

Evander Holyfield for his first fight against Mike Tyson that was 

held on November 9, 1996, in which Holyfield defeated a heavily-

favored Tyson by technical knockout in the 11
th
 of 12 rounds 

(Estimate: $10,000-$15,000), and fight-worn trunks from Sugar 

Ray Robinson from his fight with Jackie Cailleau in Nice, France, 

on October 24, 1964. Robinson would win the fight in a decision 

after 10 rounds (Estimate: $10,000-$15,000).  



Pelé: The Collection – Part 2 will also be offered at Icons & Idols: Sports 2016 at Julien’s Auctions.  This 
collection of memorabilia is from the personal collection of the world’s greatest and most iconic football 
player — Pelé. Highlights include trophies and medals awarded to Pelé in 1958 after leading the Brazil 
national football team to victory in the 1958 World Cup final; a Santos FC jersey worn by Pelé in a match 
versus Chelsea FC in 1971 (Estimate: $8,000-$10,000); a 1969 Brazil national football team jersey signed 
by all members of the team that would eventually go on to victory in the 1970 World Cup (Estimate: 
$4,000-$6,000); and Pelé’s personal passports used for travel around the globe (Estimate: $2,000-$3,000). 

There will also be a wide selection of trophies, medals and certificates 
awarded to Pelé over his career, as well as personal effects and artifacts, 
and many signed items from the greatest footballer in history. 

The auction also features hundreds of other items from legendary to 

current stars of sports. It will also include two 1950 FIFA World Cup 

Winner’s Medals from members of the 1950 World Cup Champion 

Uruguay national football team (Estimate: $20,000-$30,000. Match-worn 

jerseys will be featured in the auction from legendary footballers Eusébio, 
Diego Maradona, Zico, Michel Platini, Zinedine Zidane and David 

Beckham, and current stars Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and Neymar 

(Estimate: Various); Eddie Murray’s 1977 Baltimore Orioles rookie year 

game worn  (Estimate: $8,000-$12,000); a collection of items from Los Angeles Dodgers long-time 

broadcaster Vin Scully; torches used in Olympic relays starting with a torch used in the 1936 Summer 

Olympics, the first of its kind (Estimate: $8,000-$10,000), to the most recent of relays for the 2016 

Summer Olympics (Estimate: $2,000-$3,000) and much more. 

Basketball, NFL Football, Baseball, and Formula I Racing representing legendary athletes around the 

globe will give collectors the opportunity to bid on sports history like never 

before.  
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Registering to Bid 

Registration is required to bid in this live auction and can be done in person 
at the exhibition and auction, or online before the sale at the 
JuliensAuctions.com Registration page to bid by phone, proxy or in person, 
or online at Julien’sLive.com to bid live online, or by calling (310) 836-1818. 

1. Placing Bids 

Bid through Julien's Auctions Online Live in Real Time at JuliensLive.com. 
2. Place bids in the room by attending the auction. 
3. Bid over the telephone through an auction house representative, who 

sits in the room and conveys the bid to the auctioneer. 
4. Enter Absentee bids. Absentee bid forms are printed in the back of 

each catalogue, and are also available by calling Julien's Auctions at (310) 
836-1818 or online at juliensauctions.com at our Register to Bid page. 

PHOTO ID: 

Page one, top left: MUHAMMAD ALI VS. OSCAR BONAVENA 1970 FIGHT WORN GLOVES 
Page one, bottom right: MUHAMMAD ALI 1976-1981 DOUBLE-SIGNED PASSPORT 
Page two, top left: MUHAMMAD ALI AND NEIL LEIFER SIGNED AND INSCRIBED 
PHOTOGRAPH 
Page two, middle right:  EVANDER HOLYFIELD VS. MIKE TYSON FIGHT WORN TRUNKS 
Page two, bottom left: PELÉ FEBRUARY 2, 1971, SANTOS FC VS. CHELSEA FC GAME WORN 
AND SIGNED JERSEY 
Page three, top left: EDDIE MURRAY 1977 BALTIMORE ORIOLES ROOKIE YEAR GAME 
WORN ROAD JERSEY 
Page three, bottom right: MICHAEL SCHUMACHER RACE WORN FERRARI F1 FIRESUIT 
Page four, top left: 1936 OLYMPICS RELAY USED TORCH 
 

ABOUT JULIEN’S AUCTIONS 

Julien's Auctions is the World-Record Breaking Auction House to the Stars. Collaborating with the 
famous and the exclusive, Julien's Auctions produces high profile auctions from the world of 
entertainment, Rock n' Roll, sports and art. Founded by Darren Julien, Julien's Auctions has achieved 
international recognition for its extraordinary auction events which attract thousands of collectors, 
investors, fans and enthusiasts from around the world. Julien's Auctions specializes in auctioning iconic 
artifacts and notable collections from the world's most recognizable stars including Marilyn Monroe, John 
Lennon, Ringo Starr, Jane Fonda, Lady Gaga, Banksy, Cher, Michael Jackson, U2, Barbra Streisand, 
Larry Hagman, Les Paul, Bob Hope, Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, Jimi Hendrix and many more. Each 
auction is beautifully documented in a collectible high gloss auction catalog uniquely capturing the story 
of the collection and photographs of each treasure. Based in Los Angeles, Julien's Auctions has an 
international presence and is featured widely in the press both domestically and internationally while 
bringing their exhibitions and auctions to destinations worldwide including London, New York, Las 
Vegas, Japan and China. Live auctions are presented for bidders on-site and online via live streaming 
video, by phone and by text. Darren Julien, Founder & CEO, and Martin Nolan, Executive Director, head 

http://www.juliensauctions.com/register.html
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https://www.julienslive.com/
http://www.juliensauctions.com/register.html


up the organization and together have led the renowned auction house to world record breaking auction 
results. 
 
For more information go to www.juliensauctions.com 
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