
 
 

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release:  

 
Julien’s Auctions Announces the Property from the Estate of Luise 
Rainer, Golden Era of Hollywood Star Known as the “New Garbo” 

 
Fine Antiques, Personal Items, Memorabilia and Art Offered in the Highly Anticipated Fall Auction 

 

Auction Takes Place October 1, 2015 

 
Beverly Hills, California – (August 10, 2015) – Julien’s Auctions, auction 
house to the stars announces Property from The Estate of Luise Rainer.  The 
meteoric star of eight MGM Studios movies of the 1930s and celebrated 
winner of two consecutive Academy Awards was once heralded as the “new 
Garbo.”  The items in the collection feature an array of fine European antiques, 
Old Master and Contemporary fine art, career memorabilia, furniture and 
personal effects from Rainer’s longtime home in London’s trendy Eaton 
Square. 
 
Luise Rainer was the first actress to win back-to-back Academy Awards, the 
first in 1936 for her performance as Anna Held in The Great Ziegfeld and the 
second in 1937 for her performance as O-Lan in The Good Earth.  Her historic 

rise in Hollywood is what film legends are made of. After a rocky relationship with Hollywood, this 
American/Viennese actress spent her time between Switzerland and England and finally settled in 
England in the 1990s following her second husband’s death. 
 
Aside from her acting talents, Rainer had a very discerning eye for traditional European antiques and built 
an impressive collection of 17th and 18th century Continental case pieces over the decades.  Featured in 
this sale are examples of fine cabinetry from her native Germany, including a 
Maria Theresia Austrian armoire cabinet (Estimate: $8,000-$12,000), a 
German walnut Wellenschrank armoire (Estimate: $8,000-$12,000), an 
18th century German walnut secretary bookcase (Estimate: $6,000-$8,000), a 
German fall-front bureau (Estimate: $4,000-$6,000) and a German marquetry 
games box (Estimate: $2,000-$3,000).  Other antique highlights include Dutch 
marquetry pieces, including an 18th century commode (Estimate: $3,000-
$5,000), and side table (Estimate: $2,500-$3,500). British antiques from the 
same era include a George III Secretary Cabinet with a hidden compartment, 
(Estimate: $8,000-$10,000), a William and Mary cabinet with multiple 
drawers (Estimate: $5,000-$7,000), and a William and Mary oyster veneered 
mirror (Estimate: $2,000-$3,000).                          (Wallenschrank Armoire) 



 
Old Master fine art highlights from the estate include a collection of Russian Icons, 
some originally purchased from the venerable New York A La Vielle Russie and 
Hammer Galleries, including Our Lady of Kazan with metalwork by Pavel 
Ovchinnikov (Estimate: $6,000-$8,000), and a late 16th century Icon believed to 
have been owned by Czarina Alexandra Feodorovna (Estimate: $6,000-$8,000).  
The collection also includes Old Master paintings and sculpture, including a carved 
oak St. Catherine formerly in the collection of William Randolph Hearst (Estimate: 
$3,000-$5,000), a portrait believed to be Anne of Austria (the mother of Louis XIV) 
by Jan Van Kessel (Estimate: $10,000-$15,000), and a beautiful Madonna and 
Child panel attributed to El Divino (Estimate: $6,000-$8,000). 
(photo left: Example of Extraordinary Art Collection) 

Contemporary fine art highlights include a stunning portrait of Rainer originally painted for the cover of 
Paris Match magazine in 1949 by Dmitrie Berea (Estimate: $4,000-$6,000), a 
number of works by Rainer’s personal friend Reuvin Rubin including Olive Grove 

(Estimate: $30,000-$40,000), three works by Domenico Gnoli (Estimate between 
$10,000-$12,000 and $12,000-$15,000), a Renee Sintenis bronze Foal (Estimate: 
$6,000-$8,000), and a Josef Herman oil (Estimate: $4,000-$6,000). 
 
Rainer herself was a student of art and many examples of her paintings and 
shadowbox assemblages are included in this sale (most are estimated between $400-
$600 or $600-$800). One standout example is her Cubist rendering of Velazquez’s 
Las Meninas (Estimate: $600-$800).                    (photo right: Rainer Worn Black Velvet Cape) 
 
This auction also features memorabilia and photographs from Rainer’s storied 
career, including a solid 14K gold 1936 Motion Picture Critics of America medal 
(Estimate: $4,000-$6,000), a George Hurrell black and white photograph portrait, 
and personal effects such as clothing and shoes, sterling monogrammed dresser sets, and a series of black 
and white photographs of Rainer with her good friend Albert Einstein. 
 

All of the property in the auction is featured in a full color limited edition 
catalogue available for purchase at www.juliensauctions.com. 
 
EXCLUSIVE PRESS PREVIEW 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. PDT 
9665 Wilshire Blvd in Beverly Hills (across from Saks Fifth Avenue) 
Parking garage on-site 
 
(photo left: Antique William & Mary Chest) 
 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION  
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 – Wednesday, September 30, 2015 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. PDT daily 
Julien’s Auctions Beverly Hills Gallery, 9665 Wilshire Boulevard 

  

http://www.juliensauctions.com/


AUCTION DETAILS 
Wednesday, September 30th, 2015 
STREET ART AUCTION 
Session I: 7:00 p.m. PDT 
  
Thursday, October 1st, 2015 
STREET ART AND FINE ART 
Session II: 10:00 a.m. PDT 
Property From The Estate of Luise Rainer 
Session III: 2:00 p.m. PDT 
 
AUCTION LOCATION 
Julien’s Auctions Beverly Hills Gallery 
9665 Wilshire Boulevard – First Floor – Across from Saks Fifth Avenue 
 
REGISTERING TO BID: Registration is required to bid in this live auction and can be done in person at 
the exhibition and auction, or online before the sale at the JuliensAuctions.com Registration page to bid by 
phone, proxy or in person, or online at JuliensLive.com to bid live online, or by calling (310) 836-1818. 
 
PLACING BIDS: There are five ways to bid in this sale:   

1. Bid through Julien's Auctions Online Live in Real Time at JuliensLive.com.  
2. Place bids in the room by attending the auction. 
3. Bid over the telephone through an auction house representative, who sits in the room and conveys 

the bid to the auctioneer. 
4. Enter Absentee bids. Absentee bid forms are printed in the back of each catalogue, and are also 

available by calling Julien's Auctions at (310) 836-1818 or online at juliensauctions.com at our 
Register to Bid page. 

5. Download the Julien’s Auctions app in the iTunes store to bid in real time over your mobile 
phone. 

ABOUT JULIEN’S AUCTIONS 
With expertise specializing in entertainment memorabilia, Julien’s Auctions has quickly established itself 
as the premier auction house in high profile celebrity sports and entertainment auctions.  Julien’s Auctions 
presents exciting, professionally managed and extremely successful auctions with full color high quality 
auction catalogues unlike any other auction company.  Previous auctions include the collections of Cher, 
Michael Jackson, U2, Barbara Streisand, the estate of Marilyn Monroe, Bob Hope, Les Paul and many 
more. Official website is www.juliensauctions.com. 

PRESS CONTACT:  
info@juliensauctions.com 
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